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Event Horizon
Mark Wade Trio (s/r)
by Donald Elfman

The piano trio has long been a popular and creative
format. Group interplay and individual resourcefulness
are in the open and bassist Mark Wade has met this

challenge with aplomb on his new recording. Wade,
pianist Tim Harrison and drummer Scott Neumann
draw out the best from each other.

Everyone is in full gear for opener “Jump for Joy”.
After the effervescent theme, in which all three subtly
contribute to the forward motion, Wade jumps in for a
solo that is musical and propulsive yet never showy.
Neumann and Harrison know just how to punctuate
this brief excursion and, as he deftly closes, Harrison
enters easily with a sensitive and to-the-point solo and
then the trio plays the elements of the theme’s riffs as
Neumann finds light, mildly explosive bursts with
which to fade the tune to a close.

One of the marks of a working ensemble is its
ability to feel comfortable in a variety of settings.
Wade's sense of balladry is sublime in “Cold Spring”, a
bittersweet affair with his brief but telling solo creating
the mood. Harrison’s feature is a model of economy
and understanding as is the delicate brushwork by
Neumann. The tune feels like a timeless standard.

Harold Arlen’s “If I Only Had a Brain” tests the
musicians’ ability to take on a chestnut. It’s in 5/4 and
has some slight adjustments in the harmony and the
modulation. None of this detracts from the
masterfulness of the original tune nor the imaginative
way these musicians take on the new challenges. Of
note are a lyrical piano solo that easily embraces the
alterations, another Wade solo attending to the music
and not to itself and, again, Neumann’s smart and
thoughtful drumming.

Wade combines elements both to tell a story and
find the best way to highlight the talents of the players.
And that’s the mark of a classic piano trio.

For more information, visit markwademusicny.com. This
project is at Saint Peter’s Apr. 15th. See Calendar.
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